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COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 
HARRISBURG 


FOREWORD 


This  digest  of  the  laws  enacted  by  the  1941  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  and  approved  by  the  Governor  has  been  prepared  for  the  pur- 
pose of  informing  and  guiding  school  officials  and  other  interested  individ- 
uals regarding  changes  in  school  laws  resulting  from  the  legislative  enact- 
ments of  1941. 

The  preparation  and  publication  of  the  regular  biennial  edition  of  the 
volume  of  School  Laws  of  Pennsylvania  requires  several  months.  The 
material  contained  herein,  while  not  intended  as  a complete  or  exhaustive 
treatise  of  the  legislative  measures,  will  serve  as  a helpful  handbook  until 
the  regular  volume  of  School  Laws  has  been  made  available  to  the  public. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

September,  1941 
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DIGEST  OF  SCHOOL  LAWS 

I.  APPROPRIATION  ACTS 

HOUSE  BILL  573  (Act  12A) — General  Appropriation  Act 

SENATE  BILL  1215  (Act  74A) — Supplement  to  General  Appropriation 
Act  and  the  several  other  specific  appropriation  acts  as  indicated 
in  the  following  summary: 


DEPARTMENTAL 

Act  12A 

Act  74A 

1941-1943 

Salary  of  the  Superintendent  ... 

$24,000 

$ - 

$24,000 

Salaries  and  General  Expenses 
(Departmental)  

600,000 

600,000 

State  Library  and  Museum  

223,000 

— 

223,000 

Professional  Examining  Boards  . . 

500,000 

100,000 

600,000 

State  Board  of  Censors  

118,000 

— 

118,000 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Com- 
mission   

150,000 

50,000 

200,000 

Total  Departmental 

$1,615,000 

$150,000 

$1,765,000 

INSTITUTIONAL 

State  Teachers  Colleges  

$4,000,000 

$ - 

$4,000,000 

State  Oral  School  for  the  Deaf 

180,000 

180,000 

Pennsylvania  Soldiers’  Orphan 
School  

380,000 

380,000 

Thaddeus  Stevens  Industrial  School 

95,000 

— 

95,000 

Total  Institutional  

$4,655,000 

$ — 

$4,655,000 

SUBSIDIES 

Salaries  of  County  Superintendents 

$511,155 

$ - 

$511,155 

Expenses  of  County  Superintend- 
ents   

50,000 

50,000 

Salaries  of  Assistant  County  Super- 
tendents  and  Supervisors  of  Spe- 
cial Education  

710,410 

710,410 

Expenses  of  Assistant  County  Sup- 
erintendents and  Supervisors  of 
Special  Education  

67,000 

27,406 

94,406 

Salaries  of  County  Boards  

52.800 

— 

52,800 

Transportation  

6,229,500 

— 

6,229,500 

Part-time  Instruction  in  the  Homes 
of  Children  Prevented  by  Phys- 
ical Incapacity  from  Attending 
Scl’.ool  

5,000 

5,000 

Vocational  Education  

1,500,000 

— 

1,500.000 

Miscellaneous  Subsidies  

326,000 

— 

326,000 

Support  of  Public  Schools 

65,388,280 

— 

65,388,280 

Increasing  Minimum  Salaries  of 
Teachers  in  Fourth  Class  Dis- 
tricts   

2,400,000 

298,930 

2,698,930 

Expenses  of  Conducting  Examina- 
tions of  Auditory  Acuity  of  Pupil; 

20,000 

20,000 

Total  Public  School  Sub- 
sidies   

$77,235,145 

$351,336 

$77,586,481 

Education  of  Blind  and  Deaf  

$1,150,000 

$ — 

$1,150,000 
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RETIREMENT  OF  SCHOOL  EMPLOYES 


Contingent  Reserve  Account  $2,450,000  $ 

Annuity  Reserve  Account  No.  2 . . 3,500,000 

Former  Teachers  Account  250,000 


$2,450,000 

3,500,000 

250,000 


Total  Retirement  or  School 
Employes  $6,200,000  $ — 


Grand  Total  $90,855,145  $501,336 


$6,200,000 

$91,356,481 


OTHER  APPROPRIATION  ACTS  FOR  EDUCATION  PURPOSES 


Act  202 — Special  Vocational  Classes  $75,000 

Act  33A — Aid  to  Financially  Handicapped  School  Districts..  3,000,000 

Act  37 A — Aid  to  Free  Public  Libraries  55,000 

Act  65A — Maintenance  Daniel  Boone  Homestead  35,000 

Act  317 — Maintenance  of  Robert  Fulton  Memorial  3,000 


UNIVERSITIES  AND  COLLEGES— STATE-AIDED 
(AND  OTHER  STATE-AIDED  SCHOOLS) 


Pennsylvania  State  College 

Act  81A — Maintenance  (Land  Grant  Act)  4,985,000 

School  of  Mineral  Industries : 

Act  78A — General  Research  25,000 

Act  78A — Matching  Contributions  of  Industries  35,000 

Act  76A — Advancing  Interests  of  Tobacco  Gro-wers  5,000 

Act  72 A — University  of  Pennsylvania  1,485,000 

Act  71A — University  of  Pittsburgh  1,238,000 

Act  57 A — Lincoln  University  75,000 

Act  47 A — Women’s  Medical  College  120,000 

Act  48 A — Jefferson  Medical  College  150,000 

Act  59 A — Hahnemann  Medical  College  150,000 

Act  70A — Temple  University  900,000 

Act  41 A — Philadelphia  Museum  27,000 

Act  49 A — Pennsylvania  Museum  & School  of  Industrial  Art  . 90,000 

Act  46A — Moore  Institute  30,000 

Act  39A — Downingtown  Industrial  and  Agricultural  School  . 60,000 

Act  40A — National  Farm  School  35,000 

Act  38A — Johnson  Industrial  School  22,500 

Act  315 — Indiana  Sewage  Plant  21,000 

Act  304 — Millersville  Sewage  Plant  9,000 


Total  Department  of  Public  Instruction  $103,986,981 


SENATE  BILL  158  (Act  43 A) 

Appropriates  $40,000  to  the  Department  of  Military  Affairs  for 
the  maintenance  and  education  of  children  of  certain  soldiers,  sailors, 
marines,  female  field  clerks,  yeomen  (female),  and  nurses. 

HOUSE  BILL  572  (Act  lOA) — General  Deficiency  Appropriation  Act 

Deficiency  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  biennium  ending  May  31, 
1941: 

Salaries  of  Assistant  County  Superintendents  and  Supervisors  of 

Special  Education  $16,428 

Transportation  1,148,853 

Teachers’  Salaries,  Closed  Schools,  Non-resident  High  School 
Tuition  3,000,000 


6 


SENATE  BILL  528  (Act  6A) 

Special  deficiency  appropriation  for  distressed  school  districts  for 
completing  the  1939-1941  biennium,  $500,000. 

SENATE  BILL  571  (Act  44A) 

Appropriates  $10,000  to  the  Local  Government  Commission  to 
continue  its  work  and  make  a study  of  and  report  on  a simplified, 
efficient,  and  less  expensive  system  or  systems  for  the  collection  of 
delinquent  taxes  of  local  government. 

SENATE  BILL  399  (Act  51  A) 

Appropriates  to  the  Treasury  Department  $350,000  of  the  amount 
received  by  the  State  School  Fund  from  the  Chain  Store  Tax,  de- 
clared by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  unconstitutional. 


II.  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 

SENATE  BILL  697  (Joint  Resolution  No.  1) 

This  is  a Joint  Resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution to  permit  graduated  income  taxation. 


III.  ATTENDANCE 

No  law  was  enacted  at  the  1941  session  which  changes  existing  law 
regarding  the  age  of  compulsory  attendance.  The  upper  age  of  re- 
quired attendance,  therefore,  remains  the  age  of  seventeen. 

Inasmuch  as  the  General  Postponer  Act  of  1939  was  not  again 
reenacted,  the  minimum  length  of  school  year  in  all  districts  of  the 
Commonwealth  now  becomes  one  hundred  eighty  days  as  provided 
by  the  Act  of  July  1,  1937,  P.  L.  2560. 

IV.  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS 

HOUSE  BILL  1021  (Act  40) 

This  act  authorizes  boards  of  school  directors,  with  the  approval 
of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  to  appropriate  money 
from  the  general  funds  of  the  district  to  non-profit  corporations  estab- 
lished for  the  purpose  of  constructing  school  buildings  for  the  use  of 
the  district. 

HOUSE  BILL  1175  (Act  132) 

The  act  clarifies  the  provisions  of  Section  615  of  the  School  Code 
by  defining  ordinary  repairs  as  consisting  of  plastering,  painting,  re- 
placement of  floors,  improvement  of  school  grounds,  repairing  of 
walks,  roadways,  or  retaining  walls,  and  designates  as  structural 
changes  the  moving  or  adding  of  doors,  windows,  partitions,  additions 
or  excavations. 
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In  districts  of  the  first  class  no  approval  is  required  from  the  State 
Council  of  Education  either  for  ordinary  repairs  or  for  structural 
changes.  In  all  districts  other  than  districts  of  the  first  class,  ap- 
proval is  required  in  any  case  in  which  a structural  change  is  to  be 
made  and  approval  is  also  required  on  ordinary  repairs,  the  total 
cost  of  which,  in  districts  of  the  third  or  fourth  class,  would  exceed 
$100  and  in  districts  of  the  second  class  when  the  total  cost  would 
exceed  $1,000. 


V.  BUSINESS  AND  FINANCE 

HOUSE  BILL  525  (Act  87) 

This  act,  to  be  known  as  the  “Municipal  Borrowing  Law,”  amends, 
revises  and  consolidates  the  laws  regulating  the  borrowing  of  money 
through  the  issuance  of  bonds  by  counties,  cities,  except  cities  of  the 
first  class,  boroughs,  townships,  incorporated  towns,  school  districts, 
and  county  institution  districts.  It  repeals  the  provisions  of  the  School 
Code  covering  the  issuance  of  bonds  except  insofar  as  these  sections 
empower  school  districts  to  incur  debt.  Space  does  not  permit  a 
statement  of  its  numerous  provisions  but  school  officials  interested 
in  the  issuance  of  bonds  on  or  after  January  1,  1942,  the  effective 
date  of  the  law,  should  obtain  a copy  of  the  act, 

HOUSE  BILL  848  (Act  289) 

This  act  provides  that  school  districts  which  have  heretofore  been 
districts  of  the  fourth  class  and  as  such  have  been  entitled  to  an 
annual  subsidy  of  $200  for  each  closed  school  shall  not  hereafter  lose 
this  annual  subsidy  when  they  are  changed  from  the  fourth  class  to 
the  third  class  or  some  other  class  by  reason  of  an  increase  in  popu- 
lation. 

HOUSE  BILL  1021  (Act  40) 

This  act  authorizes  boards  of  school  directors,  with  the  approval 
of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  to  appropriate  money 
from  the  general  funds  of  the  district  to  non-profit  corporations  estab- 
lished for  the  purpose  of  constructing  school  buildings  for  the  use  of 
the  district. 

HOUSE  BILL  1228  (Act  30) 

This  act  exempts  the  sale  of  books  to  libraries  from  the  provisions 
of  the  trade-mark  act  (Act  of  June  5,  1935,  P.  L.  266). 

HOUSE  BILL  1253  (Act  334) 

This  act  provides  a method  of  annexation  of  parts  of  townships 
now  owned  by  and  contiguous  to  cities  of  the  first  class  acquired  and 
used  or  to  be  used  as  an  airport,  seaplane  base,  and  rail  and  marine 
terminal  and  regulates  the  proceedings  pertaining  thereto. 
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HOUSE  BILL  1662  (Act  284) 

This  act  amends  the  act  authorizing  political  subdivisions  to  make 
contracts  of  life,  health,  and  accident  policies  for  the  benefit  of  em- 
ployes thereof,  and  contracts  for  pensions  for  such  employes,  by 
authorizing  the  making  of  contracts  for  hospitalization  and  medical 
services  and  extends  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  vocational  school 
districts. 

SENATE  BILL  51  (Act  230) 

This  act  authorizes  and  empowers  school  districts  of  the  first  and 
second  class  to  furnish  food,  including  milk,  to  undernourished  and 
poor  school  children  in  their  districts,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of 
such  benefits  as  may  thereby  be  derived,  provides  that  these  districts 
may  accept  and  distribute  surplus  commodities  furnished  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  such  school  districts.  The  action  of  local  boards 
in  regard  to  the  provisions  of  this  act  is  discretionary  instead  of 
mandatory. 

SENATE  BILL  241  (Act  237) 

This  act  amends  the  provisions  of  Section  2604  of  the  School  Code 
by  inserting  the  words  “controller  or”  before  “auditors”  in  the  first 
sentence  of  the  section.  It  thereby  authorizes  either  controllers  or 
auditors  of  boroughs,  incorporated  towns,  or  townships  in  which  the 
whole  or  the  greater  or  greatest  portion  of  the  area  of  the  school 
district  lies  to  audit  the  accounts  of  fourth  class  school  districts. 


VI.  COUNTY  BOARDS,  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS, 
COUNTY  UNITS  AND  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  BOUNDARIES 

HOUSE  BILL  1014  (Act  346) 

This  act  amends  Clause  8 of  Section  1210  of  the  School  Code  by 
fixing  a minimum  salary  of  $3,500  a year  for  all  county  superintend- 
ents in  counties  with  a population  of  less  than  45,000.  There  are  nine 
such  counties. 

HOUSE  BILL  1253  (Act  334) 

This  act  provides  a method  of  annexation  of  parts  of  townships 
now  owned  by  and  contiguous  to  cities  of  the  first  class  acquired  and 
used  or  to  be  used  as  an  airport,  seaplane  base,  and  rail  and  marine 
terminal  and  regulates  the  proceedings  pertaining  thereto. 


VII.  EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS  AND  DEPARTMENT 
OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 

HOUSE  BILL  1035  (Act  312) 

This  act  amends  the  State  Employes’  Retirement  Law  by  redefin- 
ing “New  Member”  to  include  any  person  who  became  a State  em- 
ploye prior  to  January  1,  1925,  and  permitting  such  employe  to  be- 
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come  a “New  Member”  as  of  January  1,  1925  upon  payment  to  the 
retirement  association  of  a sum  equal  to  all  back  payments  to  that 
date. 

HOUSE  BILL  1127  (Act  261) 

This  act  provides  for  the  licensing  and  registration  of  all  employ- 
ment agencies  and  their  representatives  and  affects  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  only  as  to  “Nurses’  Registry.” 


HOUSE  BILL  1228  (Act  30) 

This  act  exempts  the  sale  of  books  to  libraries  from  the  provisions 
of  the  trade-mark  act  (Act  of  June  5,  1935,  P.  L.  266). 


HOUSE  BILL  1493  (Act  91) 

This  act  amends  the  Act  of  June  7,  1917,  P.  L.  600,  by  empower- 
ing members  of  the  State  Employes’  Retirement  System  to  direct  the 
State  Treasurer  to  pay  retirement  deductions  from  State  compensa- 
tion into  the  State  Employes’  Retirement  Fund  during  the  employe’s 
absence  for  military  or  naval  service. 

HOUSE  BILL  1494  (Act  116) 

This  is  a supplement  to  the  State  Employes’  Retirement  Law  au- 
thorizing State  employes  entering  active  military  service  to  elect  to 
continue  making  contributions  to  the  retirement  fund  on  the  basis 
of  their  salaries  on  the  date  of  their  entry  into  military  service. 

SENATE  BILL  367  (Act  304) 

This  measure  authorizes  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  State  Teachers 
College  at  Millersville  to  enter  into  a contract  with  the  borough  of 
Millersville  for  the  erection  of  a sewer  and  sewage  disposal  plant  and 
obligates  the  Commonwealth  to  assume  responsibility  for  a propor- 
tionate part  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  disposal  plant.  It  also 
carries  an  appropriation  of  $9,000  for  accomplishing  these  purposes. 

SENATE  BILL  598  (Act  234) 

This  act  permits  for  the  period  of  the  present  emergency,  but  in 
no  event  longer  than  until  the  first  day  of  June,  1945,  expansion  or 
modification  of  the  present  program  of  the  Teachers  Colleges  of  this 
Commonwealth.  Any  such  expansion  or  modification  is  limited  to 
cooperation  with  municipal.  State,  Federal,  and  other  agencies  in  the 
furtherance  of  national  defense  programs  and  activities  at  the  request 
of  the  State  Council  of  Defense  and  with  the  approval  of  the  State 
Council  of  Education.  The  purpose  of  this  authorization  is  to  make 
available  the  resources  of  the  fourteen  state-owned  Teachers  Colleges 
for  such  participation  in  the  program  of  national  defense  as  the  na- 
tional emergency  may  necessitate. 
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SENATE  BILL  653  (Act  286) 

This  act  establishes  a Civil  Service  Commission  for  certain  depart- 
ments and  administrative  agencies  of  the  Commonwealth  but  does 
not  include  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  agencies 
clearing  through  this  Department.  The  only  manner  in  which  it 
affects  this  Department  is  by  relieving  it  of  the  responsibility  of  pre- 
paring examinations  for  the  Liquor  Control  Board. 

SENATE  BILL  654  (Act  287) 

This  act  is  a companion  to  Senate  Bill  No.  653  and  together  with 
that  measure  completes  the  establishment  of  a Civil  Service  Com- 
mission for  certain  departments  and  administrative  agencies  of  the 
Commonwealth  but  does  not  include  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction and  the  agencies  clearing  through  this  Department.  The 
only  manner  in  which  it  affects  this  Department  is  by  transferring 
from  the  Department  the  responsibility  of  preparing  examinations 
for  the  Liquor  Control  Board. 

SENATE  BILL  724  (Act  103) 

This  act  provides  that  each  member  of  the  boards  of  trustees  of 
the  various  State  schools  and  teachers  colleges  shall  be  appointed 
for  a six-year  term  and  that  vacancies  on  these  boards  shall  be  filled 
in  such  manner  as  to  provide  a staggered  term,  three  members  to 
serve  from  the  third  Tuesday  of  January,  1943  until  the  third  Tues- 
day of  January,  1949;  three  members  to  serve  a term  beginning  the 
third  Tuesday  of  January,  1945  until  the  third  Tuesday  of  January, 
1951  and  three  members  to  serve  from  the  third  Tuesday  of  January, 
1947,  until  the  third  Tuesday  of  January,  1953,  successors  in  each 
instance  to  be  appointed  for  six-year  terms  except  when  members 
are  named  to  fill  vacancies,  in  which  case  any  member  so  appointed 
shall  serve  only  for  the  duration  of  the  unexpired  term. 

SENATE  BILL  1019  (Act  330) 

This  act  authorizes  the  Department  of  Property  and  Supplies  to 
purchase  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  a tract  of  land  of  twenty 
acres  more  or  less  for  the  use  of  Pennsylvania  Soldiers  and  Orphans 
School  and  for  that  purpose  appropriates  $3,500  or  as  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary. 


SENATE  BILL  1114  (Act  315) 

This  act  authorizes  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  with 
the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Indiana  State  Teachers 
College  to  contract  with  the  borough  of  Indiana  for  the  erection  of 
a sewage  disposal  plant  and  the  connection  therewith  and  use  thereof 
by  the  Indiana  State  Teachers  College  and  the  payment  of  part  of 
the  cost  of  maintenance  thereafter,  and  makes  an  appropriation  of 
$21,000  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  therefor. 
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VIII.  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


HOUSE  BILL  223  (Act  317) 

This  act  provides  for  the  acquisition  of  the  birthplace  of  Robert 
Fulton  in  Lancaster  County  and  appropriates  the  sum  of  $3,000  or 
so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Commission  for  the  management,  supervision,  repair  and 
maintenance  of  the  property. 

HOUSE  BILL  426  (Act  65A) 

This  act  provides  for  the  maintenance,  restoration,  and  landscap- 
ing of  the  Daniel  Boone  Homestead,  the  construction  of  a dam,  and 
the  acquisition  of  museum  collections.  It  carries  an  appropriation  of 
$35,000  for  accomplishing  these  purposes.  It  will  give  children  a 
large,  well-arranged  area  for  recreation. 

HOUSE  BILL  434  (Act  66A) 

This  act  provides  for  the  improvement  of  roads  and  parking  area 
on  the  Daniel  Boone  Homestead  property.  It  will  make  it  possible 
for  school  children  to  visit  this  property  regardless  of  weather  con- 
ditions. 

HOUSE  BILL  437  (Act  318) 

This  act  provides  for  the  acquisition  of  ten  acres  of  land  adjacent 
to  the  Daniel  Boone  property,  authorizing  the  Department  of  Prop- 
erty and  Supplies  to  acquire  the  said  property  by  purchase,  gift, 
lease,  or  condemnation  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  and  author- 
izing the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  to  make  and  enforce 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  preservation  and  visitation  thereof.  For 
accomplishing  these  purposes  the  measure  provides  an  appropriation 
of  $2,500  or  so  much  therof  as  may  be  necessary. 

HOUSE  BILL  692  (Act  174) 

This  act  amends  the  Administrative  Code  in  several  details,  in- 
cluding authorization  to  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  to 
assume  the  preservation,  care,  and  maintenance  of  historical  build- 
ings, grounds,  monuments  or  antiquities  committed  to  its  custody  by 
the  General  Assembly,  and  to  make  and  enforce  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  visitation  of  such  places  by  the  public,  and  at  its  discretion 
to  charge  admission  fees  therefor;  and  authorizes  the  use  of  micro 
film  under  certain  conditions. 

HOUSE  BILL  1336  (Act  316) 

This  act  authorizes  and  directs  the  Department  of  Property  and 
Supplies  to  reprint  the  Report  of  the  Commission  to  Locate  the  Sites 
of  the  Frontier  Forts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  provides  for  the  distribu- 
tion thereof.  The  publication  is  to  be  revised  and  edited  under  the 
direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission. 
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SENATE  BILL  213  (Act  309) 

This  act  authorizes  the  Department  of  Property  and  Supplies  to 
acquire  possession  of  Pottsgrove  Mansion  with  a tract  of  land  situated 
in  the  ninth  ward  of  the  borough  of  Pottstown,  Montgomery  County, 
and  provides  for  the  control,  management,  supervision,  improvement 
and  maintenance  thereof  by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commis- 
sion. It  also  authorizes  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  to 
make  and  enforce  rules  and  regulations  for  the  preservation,  main- 
tenance and  visitation  thereof  and  creates  an  advisory  board  to  assist 
in  such  functions. 


IX.  LIBRARY 

HOUSE  BILL  291  (Act  37A) 

This  act  appropriates  $55,000  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  aid  to  free  public  non-sectarian  county  libraries  and  for 
the  purchase  and  transportation  of  books. 

HOUSE  BILL  1228  (Act  30) 

This  act  exempts  the  sale  of  books  to  libraries  from  the  provisions 
of  the  trade-mark  act  (Act  of  June  5,  1935,  P.  L.  266). 


X.  TAX  LAWS 

HOUSE  BILL  179  (Act  81) 

This  act  validates  the  title  to  real  estate  purchased  at  judicial 
sales  for  unpaid  taxes  where  there  is  a defect  in  the  names  of  the 
parties  in  certain  cases. 

HOUSE  BILL  349  (Act  16) 

This  act  authorizes  political  subdivisions  to  file  suggestions  of 
non-payment  and  averments  of  default  or  to  sue  out  writs  of  scire 
facias  on  certain  tax  or  municipal  claims,  and  to  revive  judgments; 
and  provides  for  the  reinstatement  of  the  liens  of  such  claims  and 
judgments. 

HOUSE  BILL  529  (Act  126) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Act  of  May  1,  1933,  P.  L.  103,  con- 
cerning townships  of  the  second  class,  so  that  the  collection  of  school 
taxes  is  not  covered  by  the  bond  of  the  tax  collector  in  townships  of 
the  second  class  provided  for  in  the  act. 

Boards  of  school  directors  in  districts  of  the  third  and  fourth 
classes  should  make  certain  that  they  require  a separate  surety  bond 
for  the  collection  of  school  taxes,  as  is  required  by  the  provisions  of 
Section  550  of  the  School  Laws. 
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HOUSE  BILL  652  (Act  219) 

This  act  authorizes  municipal  authorities  to  execute  a special 
warranty  deed  for  any  real  property  which  it  has  acquired  at  any 
sale  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes  or  municipal  claims. 

HOUSE  BILL  654  (Act  217) 

This  act  permits  school  districts  and  other  political  subdivisions, 
except  cities  of  the  first  class,  to  take  title  jointly,  in  proportion  to 
their  tax  claims,  on  the  bid  of  any  one  of  them,  regardless  of  the 
amount  of  the  bid,  when  real  estate  is  sold  for  taxes  or  municipal 
claims  and  there  are  no  other  successful  bidders. 

HOUSE  BILL  657  (Act  250) 

This  act  amends  Sections  two,  three,  and  four  of  the  Act  of  May 
21,  1937,  P.  L.  787,  authorizing  the  compromise  or  reduction  of  tax 
claims  on  real  property  purchased  by  any  county,  city,  borough, 
town,  school  district,  or  poor  district,  at  any  sale  for  the  non-pay- 
ment of  taxes,  and  the  reconveyance  or  private  sale  of  such  property, 
by  extending  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  properties  purchased  by 
political  subdivisions  at  sales  for  municipal  claims  and  to  the  pay- 
ment of  such  claims  from  the  proceeds  of  such  compromises  or  sales, 
and  changing  the  time  when  such  compromises  may  be  made. 

HOUSE  BILL  666  (Act  33) 

This  act  further  amends  Section  1 of  the  Act  of  August  26,  1932, 
P.  L.  101,  authorizing  collectors  of  delinquent  taxes,  except  in  cities 
of  the  first  class,  to  accept  payment  of  delinquent  taxes  or  water 
rents  or  rates  in  installments,  by  extending  its  provisions  to  counties 
of  the  second  class. 

HOUSE  BILL  708  (Act  241) 

This  act  specifies  that  if  a tax  collector  has  not  collected  taxes 
for  which  he  has  become  personally  liable  before  the  expiration  of 
bonds,  the  expiration  of  the  authority  specified  in  his  warrant,  or  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  the  time  during  which  such  taxes 
may  be  collected  shall  be  extended  for  a period  of  two  years  from 
the  passage  of  the  act,  and  the  taxes  may  be  collected  by  the  tax 
collector,  his  executors,  his  administrators,  or  his  surety. 

HOUSE  BILL  710  (Act  190) 

This  act  permits  tax  collectors  and  receivers  of  taxes  to  make  re- 
turns to  the  county  commissioners  of  unpaid  taxes  assessed  on  seated 
lands  for  the  tax  years  1938,  1939,  and  1940,  when  such  taxes  were 
not  returned  within  the  time  required  by  law,  and  validates  the  liens 
of  such  taxes,  provided  the  real  estate  has  not  been  transferred  to 
any  bona  fide  purchaser  during  the  time  the  lien  was  lost.  Making 
a return  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  will  not  affect  the  priority 
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of  the  lien  of  any  mortgage  or  other  lien  which  was  entered  prior  to 
the  tax  lien.  The  return  of  such  taxes  is  permitted  only  during  a 
period  of  six  months  from  July  24,  1941,  when  the  act  became 
effective. 

HOUSE  BILL  895  (Act  223) 

The  Municipal  Lien  Act  of  May  16,  1923,  P.  L.  207,  as  amended 
by  the  Act  of  June  20,  1939,  P.  L.  512,  provides  in  Sections  9 and 
15  that  claims  for  taxes,  water  rents,  lighting  and  sewer  rates  must 
be  filed  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which  the 
property  is  situated  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  the  third  calendar 
year  after  that  in  which  the  taxes  or  rates  are  first  payable,  and 
other  municipal  claims  must  be  filed  within  six  months  from  the  time 
the  work  was  done  in  front  of  the  particular  property.  The  act 
further  provides  that  such  claims  shall  remain  a lien  on  the  property 
for  a period  of  five  years  only  unless  a suggestion  of  non-payment 
and  an  averment  of  default  be  filed,  or  a writ  of  scire  facias  issued  to 
revive  the  same  within  the  five-year  period. 

Act  223,  approved  July  28,  1941,  will  permit  school  districts  and 
other  municipalities  where  such  claims  have  not  been  made  liens 
within  the  five  years  or  where  they  were  not  revived  within  the  five- 
year  period,  to  file  such  claims  or  revive  them,  as  the  case  may  be, 
at  any  time  within  six  months  after  the  effective  date  of  the  act.  The 
purpose  of  the  act  evidently  is  to  cure  the  mistakes  of  persons  having 
the  responsibility  of  entering  and  reviving  tax  claims  where  the  lien 
has  been  lost  through  their  failure  to  take  the  proper  action. 

The  act  further  provides,  however,  that  such  claims  can  not  attach 
or  reattach  against  any  real  estate  which  has  been  transferred  to  an 
innocent  purchaser  before  the  claim  is  filed  or  during  the  time  when 
the  lien  of  any  tax  claim  or  judgment  was  lost. 

HOUSE  BILL  896  (Act  221) 

This  act  authorizes  county  commissioners  to  sell  seated  and  un- 
seated lands  purchased  at  tax  sales,  upon  which  the  period  of  re- 
demption has  expired. 

HOUSE  BILL  971  (Act  211) 

This  act  further  amends  Section  15  and  repeals  Sections  15.1,  15.2, 
and  15.3  of  the  Act  of  May  16,  1923,  P.  L.  207,  providing  when,  how, 
upon  what  property,  and  to  what  extent  liens  shall  be  allowed  for 
taxes  and  municipal  claims,  and  providing  the  method  for  preserving 
such  liens  and  enforcing  payment  of  such  claims.  The  revised  pro- 
visions of  the  act  make  it  possible  to  remove,  extend,  revive,  and 
continue  such  claims  until  the  same  are  paid  and  satisfied. 

HOUSE  BILL  1205  (Act  31) 

This  act  amends  the  law  providing  for  the  assessment  and  valua- 
tion of  all  subjects  of  taxation  in  Allegheny  County  by  changing  the 
qualifications  for  appointment  of  members  of  the  Board  of  Property 
Assessment,  Appeals  and  Review. 
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HOUSE  BILL  1282  (Act  191) 

This  act  provides  that  effective  for  the  tax  year  1942,  all  taxes 
on  unseated  lands  shall  be  collected  and  returned  in  the  same  manner 
and  at  the  same  time  as  is  now  provided  by  law  for  the  collection  and 
return  of  taxes  on  seated  lands. 

In  the  past,  taxes  on  unseated  lands  have  been  collected  by  the 
county  treasurer  and  not  by  the  regular  tax  collector. 

HOUSE  BILL  1585  (Act  339) 

This  act  authorizes  school  districts  and  other  political  subdivisions 
to  accept  in  full  payment  of  municipal  claims,  taxes,  penalties,  inter- 
est, and  costs,  such  amount  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  court  for  the  dis- 
charge thereof  in  proceedings  under  the  National  Bankruptcy  Act. 

HOUSE  BILL  1588  (Act  47) 

This  act  authorizes  Boards  of  Education  in  school  districts  of  the 
first  class  to  levy  for  school  purposes  a tax  not  to  exceed  11^  mills 
and  limits  to  a total  of  5 mills  the  portion  of  the  said  tax  which  can 
be  used  for  the  broad  category  designated  as  “all  other  expenses  and 
requirements”  over  and  above  the  amounts  budgeted  for  salaries 
of  teachers,  supervisors,  attendance  officers,  and  other  professional 
employes  and  the  amount  required  to  pay  the  interest  on  and  retire- 
ment of  the  principal  of  indebtedness  of  the  district. 

The  measure  is  made  necessary  because  of  a Supreme  Court  deci- 
sion holding  that  a judge  appointed  board  of  school  directors  (which 
is  the  type  of  board  serving  in  districts  of  the  first  class)  may  not 
properly  exercise  an  unlimited  authority  in  determining  the  tax  levy 
which  shall  be  placed  for  school  purposes. 

The  provisions  of  the  Act  apply  only  to  the  two  school  districts 
of  the  first  class,  namely,  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh. 

HOUSE  BILL  1878  (Act  338) 

This  act  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a deputy  school  treasurer, 
a deputy  school  controller,  and  clerks  to  the  school  controller  and 
treasurer  in  districts  of  the  first  class. 

SENATE  BILL  125  (Act  17) 

This  act  abates  all  penalties  and  interest  on  unpaid  delinquent 
taxes  of  school  districts,  except  school  districts  of  the  first  class,  and 
certain  other  political  subdivisions  for  the  tax  year  1940  and  all 
previous  years,  assessed  and  levied  against  any  parcel  or  parcels  of 
real  estate  which  are  paid  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  unless  the  authority  levying  the  taxes  notified  the  county  treas- 
urer within  thirty  days  after  the  act  became  effective  that  the  taxing 
authority  had  rejected,  by  a majority  vote,  the  provisions  of  the  act. 
The  taxable  may  receive  the  benefits  of  the  act  by  paying  the  taxes 
in  full,  on  or  before  November  1,  1941,  or  by  paying  the  taxes  in 
five  installments  of  20  per  cent  each,  the  first  installment  to  be  paid 
on  or  before  November  1,  1941  and  subsequent  installments  to  be 
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paid  on  or  before  November  1 of  subsequent  years.  Persons  desiring 
to  receive  the  benefits  of  the  act  by  accepting  the  installment  plan 
of  payment  are  required  to  pay  the  taxes  on  such  parcel  or  parcels 
of  real  estate  levied  for  the  year  1941,  together  with  interest  and 
penalties  due  thereon,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November,  1941, 
and  to  pay  the  respective  current  taxes  on  such  parcel  or  parcels  of 
real  estate  levied  for  years  subsequent  to  1941  during  such  install- 
ment period  before  they  become  delinquent.  For  the  purpose  of  the 
act,  a tax  is  deemed  as  becoming  delinquent  on  the  date  when  a 
penalty  attaches  to  the  tax.  In  order  to  enable  taxpayers  to  take 
advantage  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  a sale  of  property  for  the  non- 
payment of  taxes  is  prohibited  before  November  1,  1941.  This  act 
became  effective  on  May  1,  1941. 

SENATE  BILL  269  (Act  216) 

This  act  provides  for  the  redemption  of  real  property  purchased 
by  political  subdivisions  at  tax  sales  upon  the  payment  of  the  amount 
due  thereon  in  five  installments  by  any  person  entitled  by  law  to 
retain  such  property. 

SENATE  BILL  285  (Act  18) 

This  act  abates  all  tax  penalties  and  interest  on  unpaid  delinquent 
taxes  for  the  tax  year  1939  and  previous  years  in  school  districts  of 
the  first  class  and  in  certain  other  political  subdivisions,  which  are 
paid  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act,  unless  the  authority 
levying  the  tax  rejects  the  provisions  of  the  act  within  thirty  days 
after  the  effective  date  thereof.  Any  taxpayer  or  owner  of  real  estate 
may  obtain  the  benefits  of  the  act  by  paying  the  delinquent  taxes  in 
full  on  or  before  November  1,  1941,  or  by  paying  the  taxes  in  install- 
ments in  accordance  with  the  plan  prescribed  in  the  act.  Persons 
accepting  the  installment  plan  of  payment  are  required  to  pay  the 
taxes  levied  for  the  year  1941,  together  with  any  interest  and  penal- 
ties due  thereon,  not  later  than  the  first  day  of  November,  1941, 
and  to  pay  the  respective  current  taxes  on  such  parcel  or  parcels  of 
real  estate  levied  for  subsequent  years,  during  the  installment  period 
before  they  become  delinquent.  For  the  purpose  of  this  act,  a tax  is 
deemed  to  become  delinquent  on  the  date  when  a penalty  attaches  to 
the  tax.  In  order  to  enable  taxpayers  to  take  advantage  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  a sale  of  property  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes 
is  prohibited  before  November  1,  1941.  This  act  became  effective 
on  May  1,  1941. 

SENATE  BILL  338  (Act  240) 

This  act  further  amends  Sections  four  and  five  of  the  Act  of  April 
6,  1935,  P.  L.  90,  pertaining  to  the  city  and  school  taxes  within  the 
territorial  limits  of  cities  of  the  second  class  A,  by  further  regulating 
discounts  for  prompt  payment  of  taxes  and  penalties  and  interest 
imposed  on  the  said  taxes  and  by  changing  the  date  of  certain  tax 
payments. 
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SENATE  BILL  571  (Act  44A) 

This  act  appropriates  $10,000  to  the  Local  Government  Commis- 
sion to  continue  its  work  and  to  make  a study  of  and  a report  on  a 
simplified,  efficient,  and  less  expensive  system  or  systems  for  the  col- 
lection of  delinquent  taxes  of  local  government. 


XI.  TEACHERS 

HOUSE  BILL  413  (Act  214) 

This  act  prohibits  the  employment  by  any  school  district  or  voca- 
tional school  district  in  this  Commonwealth  of  persons  who  hereafter 
advocate  or  participate  in  un-American  or  subversive  doctrines  and 
adds  as  a cause  for  dismissal  of  such  persons  participation  in  such 
activities. 

The  phrase  “un-American  or  subversive  doctrines”  is  defined  as 
the  teaching  or  advocation  of  the  overthrow  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  or  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  by  revolu- 
tion or  the  changing  of  the  form  of  government  of  the  United  States 
or  of  the  government  of  Pennsylvania  by  means  not  provided  for  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  or  the  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania.  Proof  of  an  overt  act  or  acts  of  such 
participation  constitutes  sufficient  ground  for  dismissal  in  the  manner 
already  provided  for  the  dismissal  of  officers  and  employes  in  the 
public  schools. 

HOUSE  BILL  723  (Act  294) 

This  act  amends  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement  Law,  by 
extending  the  retirement  provisions  relating  to  former  teachers  to 
additional  cases  who  separated  from  school  service  because  of  physical 
or  mental  disability  prior  to  July  1,  1919. 

HOUSE  BILL  846  (Act  282) 

This  act  pertains  to  school  employes  enlisting  or  called  to  military 
or  naval  service.  It  should  be  construed  as  a companion  to  House 
Bill  No.  1766. 

It  contains  the  following  provisions: 

(1)  Preserves  tenure  status. 

(2)  Preserves  title  to  any  salary  increments  which  would  have 
been  earned  had  the  employe  remained  at  his  regular  school 
work. 

(3)  Preserves  seniority  status. 

(4)  Provides  that  the  school  district  shall  pay  the  full  contribu- 
tion which  the  State  School  Employes’  Retirement  Fund  de- 
ducts from  any  compensation  payable  to  the  dependents  of 
the  employe,  this  being  such  amount  as  the  employe  would 
have  contributed. 
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(5)  Provides  that  the  school  districts,  on  filing  of  proper  request 
and  instructions,  shall  pay  to  dependents  of  the  employe  the 
difference  between  the  employe’s  regular  compensation  and 
the  compensation  paid  to  the  substitute,  subject  to  the  follow- 
ing requirements: 

(a)  Not  to  exceed  in  any  case  $2,000. 

(b)  Not  to  exceed  in  any  case  the  difference  between  the 
salary  of  the  employe’s  regular  position  and  the  com- 
pensation plus  commutation  received  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

(c)  No  compensation  to  the  employe  himself. 

(6)  This  measure  is  made  applicable  to  those  who  have  heretofore 
enlisted  or  have  heretofore  been  called  into  military  or  naval 
service  under  the  present  emergency  as  well  as  to  those  who 
may  hereafter  be  so  affected. 

HOUSE  BILL  1035  (Act  312) 

This  act  amends  the  State  Employes’  Retirement  Law  by  redefin- 
ing “New  Member”  to  include  any  person  who  became  a State  em- 
ploye prior  to  January  1,  1925,  and  permitting  such  employe  to  be- 
come a “New  Member”  as  of  January  1,  1925  upon  payment  to  the 
retirement  association  of  a sum  equal  to  all  back  payments  to  that 
date. 

HOUSE  BILL  1493  (Act  91) 

This  act  amends  the  Act  of  June  7,  1917,  P.  L.  600,  by  empower- 
ing members  of  the  State  Employes’  Retirement  System  to  direct  the 
State  Treasurer  to  pay  retirement  deductions  from  State  compen- 
sation into  the  State  Employes’  Retirement  Fund  during  the  em- 
ploye’s absence  for  military  or  naval  service. 

HOUSE  BILL  1494  (Act  116) 

This  is  a supplement  to  the  State  Employes’  Retirement  Law  au- 
thorizing State  employes  entering  active  military  service  to  elect  to 
continue  making  contributions  to  the  retirement  fund  on  the  basis 
of  their  salaries  on  the  date  of  their  entry  into  military  service. 

HOUSE  BILL  1662  (Act  284) 

This  act  amends  the  act  authorizing  political  subdivisions  to  make 
contracts  of  life,  health,  and  accident  policies  for  the  benefit  of  em- 
ployes thereof,  and  contracts  for  pensions  for  such  employes,  by 
authorizing  the  making  of  contracts  for  hospitalization  and  medical 
services  and  extends  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  vocational  school 
districts. 

HOUSE  BILL  1766  (Act  278) 

This  act  should  be  considered  as  a companion  to  House  Bill  No. 
846  and  House  Bill  No.  1213. 
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It  contains  only  one  significant  provision,  namely,  it  protects  the 
Public  School  Employes’  Retirement  Fund  against  disability  claims 
arising  from  disability  incurred  while  in  the  military  or  naval  service 
of  the  United  States. 

HOUSE  BILL  1802  (Act  324) 

This  act  requires  in  appointments  to  public  positions  from  any 
type  of  eligibility  list  that  preference  shall  be  given  to  honorably 
discharged  persons  who  served  in  the  military  or  naval  service  during 
any  war  in  which  the  United  States  was  engaged. 

SENATE  BILL  624  (Act  288) 

This  act  provides  that  school  districts  of  the  fourth  class  in  this 
Commonwealth  shall  hereafter  pay  to  each  elementary  teacher  a 
minimum  annual  salary  of  $1,000  and  to  each  high  school  teacher  a 
minimum  annual  salary  of  $1,200.  It  also  provides  that  beginning 
with  the  school  year  1942-1943  annual  increments  on  the  salaries  of 
these  teachers  shall  be  provided  in  the  amount  of  $50  with  a total 
of  two  such  increments.  The  Commonwealth  is  required  to  pay  to 
each  school  district  of  the  fourth  class  the  entire  excess  over  the 
minimum  salary  which  was  required  by  law  to  be  paid  to  teachers 
in  the  districts  of  the  fourth  class  on  the  basis  of  the  length  of  the 
school  term  maintained  in  the  district  during  the  school  year  1940- 
1941. 

SENATE  BILL  806  (Act  232) 

This  act  clarifies  the  provisions  of  the  Sabbatical  Leave  Act  as  to 
whether  a leave  of  absence  for  a school  year  may  be  so  distributed  as 
to  permit  an  absence  for  one  semester  during  one  school  year  and 
another  semester  during  a subsequent  school  year  instead  of  requiring 
that  the  whole  period  of  absence  shall  fall  within  one  school  year. 

It  entitles  the  teacher  to  the  right  of  having  a year’s  leave  of  ab- 
sence distributed  over  portions  of  two  school  years.  In  many  in- 
stances this  will  prove  very  helpful  and  especially  to  such  teachers 
as  desire  to  pursue  additional  study  including  the  second  semester  of 
one  school  year,  the  summer  sessions  which  follow  and  courses  that 
are  available  in  the  first  semester  of  the  following  school  year.  It 
will  likewise  be  advantageous  in  case  it  becomes  desirable  for  an  em- 
ploye to  obtain  a leave  of  absence  for  recovery  of  health  when  the 
necessity  arises  after  the  beginning  of  a school  year. 


XII.  TRANSPORTATION  AND  TUITION 

SENATE  BILL  1 (Act  236) 

This  act  provides  that  when  any  children  are  residing  in  an  orphans’ 
home  or  children’s  institution  or  private  home  maintained  at  the  cost 
of  any  county  other  than  a county  of  the  second  class  and  attend  the 
public  schools  in  which  the  home  is  located,  the  county  shall  pay  to 
such  school  district  the  cost  of  tuition,  textbooks,  and  school  supplies 
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and  shall  thereafter  collect  the  amount  so  paid  from  the  school  dis- 
trict in  which  the  child  is  a legal  resident.  This  facilitates  the  reim- 
bursement of  school  districts  for  the  tuition  of  such  children  and 
thereby  eliminates  considerable  delay  in  the  procedure  of  establishing 
residence  prior  to  reimbursement  for  tuition. 

SENATE  BILL  787  (Act  122) 

This  act  amends  the  Public  Service  Commission  Law  and  excludes 
from  the  definition  of  contract  carrier  and  common  carrier  (1)  any 
person  who  operates  a district-owned  school  bus  and  (2)  a person 
who  transports  school  children  under  contract  with  a school  district. 


XIII.  VALIDATION  ACTS 

HOUSE  BILL  179  (Act  81) 

This  act  validates  the  title  to  real  estate  purchased  at  judicial 
sales  for  unpaid  taxes  where  there  is  a defect  in  the  names  of  the 
parties  in  certain  cases. 

SENATE  BILL  232  (Act  29) 

This  act,  under  certain  conditions,  validates  and  quiets  the  title 
to  school  lands  and  buildings  sold  by  boards  of  school  directors  at 
public  auction  without  full  compliance  with  provisions  of  law  per- 
taining to  advertising  the  terms  and  conditions  of  sale. 

SENATE  BILL  326  (Act  23) 

This  act  authorizes  boards  of  school  directors  to  purchase  through 
the  award  of  a contract  at  a regular  or  special  meeting  of  the  board, 
material,  supplies  and  equipment  to  be  used  for  training  or  retrain- 
ing workers  and  prospective  workers  for  industries  essential  to  na- 
tional defense  after  soliciting  sealed  quotations  from  two  or  more 
bidders  without  the  customary  practice  of  advertising.  This  authoriza- 
tion is  for  a period  of  two  years  only  and  is  limited  to  purchases, 
which  have  been  paid  for  or  shall  be  paid  for  entirely  from  Federal 
funds. 

SENATE  BILL  377  (Act  267) 

This  act  validates  certain  proceedings  and  elections  of  municipal- 
ities, including  school  districts,  and  the  bonds  issued  or  authorized 
to  be  issued  in  pursuance  of  such  proceedings  and  elections  notwith- 
standing failure  to  post  such  election  notice  as  required  by  law. 

SENATE  BILL  801  (Act  292) 

This  is  an  act  which  validates  and  confirms  certain  contracts  here- 
tofore entered  into  by  boards  of  school  directors  with  defects  in 
advertising  or  in  compliance  with  legal  requirements  pertaining  to 
the  award  of  contracts  for  labor,  materials,  and  supplies. 
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XIV.  VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION 


HOUSE  BILL  1470  (Act  202) 

This  act  provides  the  sum  of  $75,000,  a portion  of  which  may  be 
matched  with  Federal  funds,  to  establish  and  conduct  as  the  needs 
require  provision  for  instruction  in  practical  arts  and  vocational 
agriculture,  home  economics,  and  industrial  and  commercial  schools 
and  classes  in  public  school  districts,  and  in  cooperation  with  em- 
ployment offices  for  the  training,  retraining,  and  occupational  ad- 
justment of  out-of-school,  unadjusted  individuals  over  sixteen  years 
of  age  in  order  to  enable  them  to  enter,  reenter,  or  continue  employ- 
ment. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  act  is  to  provide  for  classes  of  adults 
and  pupils  beyond  the  age  of  compulsory  attendance  at  the  public 
schools  for  those  school  districts  which  are  unable  to  provide  funds 
for  payment  of  teachers’  salaries  for  these  purposes  from  their  local 
school  revenue. 

SENATE  BILL  785  (Act  291) 

This  act  reenacts  and  amends  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1913,  as 
amended  in  1939,  defining  the  scope  of  the  general  vocational  edu- 
cation program  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  rates  of  reimburse- 
ment to  the  several  school  districts  making  provision  for  vocational 
education. 

The  measure  also  defines  the  obligation  of  the  Commonwealth  for 
the  travel  expenses  of  vocational  teachers,  coordinators,  supervisors, 
and  directors,  and  makes  provision  for  such  additional  types  of  voca- 
tional education  as  may  be  included  within  such  Acts  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  as  shall  hereafter  provide  additional  Federal 
funds  for  vocational  education. 


XV.  PROFESSIONAL  LICENSING 

HOUSE  BILL  949  (Act  104) 

The  act  is  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  commission  rights  of 
real  estate  brokers  in  those  cases  in  which  executors,  administrators, 
or  trustees  who  have  entered  into  an  agreement  of  sale  of  real  estate 
subsequently  obtain  a higher  offer  for  the  property.  The  act  provides 
that  the  higher  commission  shall  be  payable  only  in  case  the  sale  is 
made  at  a higher  offer  than  under  the  original  agreement  of  sale. 


HOUSE  BILL  1127  (Act  261) 

This  act  provides  for  the  licensing  and  registration  of  all  employ- 
ment agencies  and  their  representatives  and  affects  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  only  as  to  “Nurses’  Registry.” 
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HOUSE  BILL  1488  (Act  233) 

This  measure  merely  preserves  during  the  period  of  service  with 
the  military  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  present  emer- 
gency the  license  status  of  those  who  have  been  issued  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  any  license  to  practice  a profession  or  to 
work  at  a trade  or  occupation  for  which  a license  is  issued  by  this 
Department.  It  includes  a similar  provision  for  those  licensed  by 
the  Department  of  Insurance  as  insurance  brokers. 

The  act  does  not  include  those  who  are  licensed  as  undertakers 
because  the  author  of  the  bill  has  apparently  inadvertently  over- 
looked the  fact  that  undertakers  were  formerly  licensed  by  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  but  are  now  licensed  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health. 

So  far  as  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  is  concerned,  this 
measure  merely  ratifies  the  practice  already  prevailing. 

SENATE  BILL  575  (Act  345) 

This  act  clarifies  terms  of  the  Medical  Practice  Act  which  have 
heretofore  been  somewhat  obscure  in  their  meaning,  namely,  the 
terms  “board,”  “medicine  and  surgery,”  “healing  art,”  “intern,” 
“student  intern,”  and  “Doctor  of  Medicine.”  The  measure  also  clari- 
fies provisions  concerning  licensing  of  graduate  students  from  other 
states  and  territories  and  from  the  Dominion  of  Canada;  lessens  the 
expense  of  those  who  heretofore  were  required  to  pay  $100  for  licen- 
sure by  endorsement  while  serving  as  post-graduate  students  in  a de- 
partment of  a hospital;  provides  automatic  suspension  of  the  license 
of  physicians  found  to  be  mentally  incompetent.  Optometrists  are 
specifically  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the  act. 


XVI.  SUBJECTS  AND  AIMS  OF  INSTRUCTION 

HOUSE  BILL  94  (Act  231) 

This  act  permits  boards  of  school  directors  to  pay  the  cost  of  X-ray 
or  other  medical  examinations  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
presence  or  absence  of  tuberculosis  in  any  pupil,  teacher,  janitor,  or 
other  employe  of  the  district.  The  present  provisions  of  Section  1509 
of  the  School  Code  prohibit  a person  having  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs 
from  being  a pupil,  teacher,  janitor,  or  other  employe  in  any  public 
school  except  a special  school  carried  on  under  the  regulations  made 
for  such  schools  by  the  Commissioner  of  Health.  In  the  past  a ques- 
tion has  frequently  arisen  as  to  whether  boards  of  school  directors 
have  authority  to  expend  school  funds  for  the  purpose  of  conducting 
tests  designed  to  ascertain  the  presence  or  absence  of  tuberculosis  in 
such  cases. 

While  the  act  does  not  make  the  examinations  mandatory,  never- 
theless, a useful  purpose  will  be  served  by  clarification  of  the  author- 
ity of  boards  of  school  directors  to  conduct  such  examinations  when 
they  choose  to  do  so. 
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HOUSE  BILL  413  (Act  214) 

This  act  prohibits  the  employment  by  any  school  district  or  voca- 
tional school  district  in  this  Commonwealth  of  persons  who  hereafter 
advocate  or  participate  in  un-American  or  subversive  doctrines  and 
adds  as  a cause  for  dismissal  of  such  persons  participation  in  such 
activities. 

The  phrase  “un-American  or  subversive  doctrines”  is  defined  as 
the  teaching  or  advocation  of  the  overthrow  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States  or  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  by  revolu- 
tion or  the  changing  of  the  form  of  government  of  the  United  States  or 
of  the  government  of  Pennsylvania  by  means  not  provided  for  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  or  the  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania.  Proof  of  an  overt  act  or  acts  of  such 
participation  constitutes  sufficient  ground  for  dismissal  in  the  manner 
already  provided  for  the  dismissal  of  officers  and  employes  in  the 
public  schools. 

HOUSE  BILL  1346  (Act  78) 

This  bill  amends  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  May  28,  1915,  P.  L. 
634  (appearing  as  Section  4001  of  the  1939  edition  of  the  School 
Laws)  by  requiring  that  one  of  the  days  annually  designated  by  the 
Governor  as  Arbor  Day  shall  be  the  ninth  day  of  April  and  shall 
be  recognized  as  a memorial  to  Dr.  J.  T.  Rothrock,  “Father  of  For- 
estry in  Pennsylvania.” 

The  measure  also  expands  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1915  to 
include  the  broader  field  of  conservation.  The  requirement  as  to  the 
number  of  hours  of  the  school  day  which  shall  be  devoted  to  the 
study  of  birds,  trees,  and  general  conservation  of  resources  remain 
the  same  as  heretofore  (two  hours)  and  the  same  obligations  are 
imposed  upon  school  superintendents  to  see  that  the  requirements 
of  the  Act  are  complied  with. 

SENATE  BILL  56  (Act  235) 

This  act  provides  that  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  shall 
each  year  designate  a week  and  prescribe  a uniform  course  of  exer- 
cises to  be  carried  out  during  such  week  in  the  public  schools  for 
offering  special  instruction  in  that  portion  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  commonly  known  as  the  “Bill  of  Rights.” 

SENATE  BILL  418  (Act  297) 

This  act  requires  the  Governor  to  issue  this  year  a proclamation 
setting  apart  September  13  as  Commodore  John  Barry  Day  and  rec- 
ommends that  a similar  proclamation  shall  be  issued  annually  there- 
after. The  proclamation  would  call  upon  the  people  of  the  Common- 
wealth to  observe  the  day  with  appropriate  exercises  in  the  public 
schools,  and  otherwise  as  the  Governor  may  see  fit,  to  the  end  that 
the  memory  of  the  services  rendered  by  Commodore  John  Barry  dur- 
ing the  struggle  for  American  independence  may  be  perpetuated. 
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SENATE  BILL  598  (Act  234) 

This  act  permits  for  the  period  of  the  present  emergency,  but  in  no 
event  longer  than  until  the  first  day  of  June,  1945,  expansion  or 
modification  of  the  present  program  of  the  Teachers  Colleges  of  this 
Commonwealth.  Any  such  expansion  or  modification  is  limited  to 
cooperation  with  municipal.  State,  Federal,  and  other  agencies  in 
the  furtherance  of  national  defense  programs  and  activities  at  the 
request  of  the  State  Council  of  Defense  and  with  the  approval  of  the 
State  Council  of  Education.  The  purpose  of  this  authorization  is  to 
make  available  the  resources  of  the  fourteen  state-owned  Teachers 
Colleges  for  such  participation  in  the  program  of  national  defense 
as  the  national  emergency  may  necessitate. 

SENATE  BILL  1095  (Act  290) 

This  act  provides  that  the  Commonwealth  shall  reimburse  school 
districts  making  provision  for  part-time  teachers  of  pupils  who 
are  unable  to  attend  the  public  schools  because  of  exceptional 
physical  or  mental  condition.  By  making  these  provisions  it  should 
stimulate  and  encourage  local  school  districts  in  providing  part-time 
instruction  for  unfortunate  children  who  might  otherwise  be  deprived 
of  educational  opportunities. 


XVII.  NATIONAL  DEFENSE 

HOUSE  BILL  225  (Act  3) 

This  act  establishes  a State  Council  of  Defense  and  local  and  dis- 
trict councils  of  defense  to  supervise  and  direct  investigations  and 
report  to  the  Governor  with  recommendations  for  legislation  or  other 
appropriate  action  with  respect  to  certain  matters,  including  educa- 
tional facilities  insofar  as  they  are  related  to  defense. 

SENATE  BILL  326  (Act  23) 

This  act  authorizes  boards  of  school  directors  to  purchase  through 
the  award  of  a contract  at  a regular  or  special  meeting  of  the  board, 
material,  supplies  and  equipment  to  be  used  for  training  or  retrain- 
ing workers  and  prospective  workers  for  industries  essential  to  na- 
tional defense  after  soliciting  sealed  quotations  from  two  or  more 
bidders  without  the  customary  practice  of  advertising.  This  author- 
ization is  for  a period  of  two  years  only  and  is  limited  to  purchases, 
which  have  been  paid  for  or  shall  be  paid  for  entirely  from  Federal 
funds. 

SENATE  BILL  598  (Act  234)  See  Topic  XVI 
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